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September 2018 

 

BIBBA Conference 

 The Bee Improvement and Bee Breed-
ers’ Association is holding its biennial 
conference this month at the Royal Agri-
cultural University, Cirencester, 
Gloucestershire, GL7 6JS sponsored by 
BDI. 

 

There will be over 50 presentations in-
cluding lectures, seminars and work-
shops, given by over 30 of the best pre-
senters you will find at one event, some 

of whom you won't get a chance 
to see very often.  Whatever your 
experience, from the beginner to 
long time beekeeper, there will 
be something for you.  

 

Speakers include Jo Widicombe, 
Roger Patterson, Peter Sutcliffe, 
Margaret Murdin and Daisy Day 

covering a diverse range of subjects including ‘Improving Bees’, ‘Small 
Scale Queen Rearing’ and ‘Bee Genetics’.   

 

For the full list of Speakers and Presentations and to book your place 
on the conference and workshops visit the Association’s website at: 
https://bibba.com/event/bibba-conference-2018/.  Book for one or 
more days with meals and accommodation if required. 

Friday 7th -  Sunday 9th 

September 

https://bibba.com/event/bibba-conference-2018/


Congratulations to the 6 members who successfully completed the BBKA Basic Assessment in August. 

Marks of 50 or more earned a Pass, and those achieving 75% or more were awarded a Pass with Credit. 
 

Chichester Division 
 
Alan Aldridge  Credit 
Kevin Breen  Credit 
Mike Wagstaff  Credit 
 

Wisborough Green Division 
 
Sally Reay  Credit 
Angus Farquhar Pass  
Neil Beer  Credit 
 
Well done to all and thanks to the three assessors - Pauline Ford, Gordon Allan and Tom Moore. 

BBKA Basic Assessment Success 
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Beekeeper Wanted in Fernhurst 

An opportunity exists to establish and manage a 
small number of honeybee colonies in the Fern-
hurst area. 
 

The landowner has a small cider company on the 
property and would like bees to aid pollination of 
the cider apple trees and for a honey harvest. 
 

Fees are negotiable. 
 

If you are interested please contact me in the first 
instance. 
 

Graham    

secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Des Res for Honeybees 

The available site is on the outskirts of Bolney in close proximity to the 
Bolney Vineyard in a rural setting.  The 11 acres are mainly of woodland 
and a suitable area would be allocated for the hives. 
 

If you are interested in this site please contact me in the first instance.  
 

Graham   secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk


Around the Divisions 
 

All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 
plan to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Saturdays in September - Regular meetings at the Pease Pottage teaching apiary from 9:30 am.   

Saturday 15th September - ‘West Grinstead Ploughing Match’ at Priors Byne Farm, Partridge Green, 

RH13 8EQ.  A good olde country day out and you should meet CS too!   
www.westgrinsteadploughing.co.uk/this-years-match  
Further details from Debbie Rowland: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or website: 
www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 
 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 11th September  - ‘Winter Preparation’, Fishbourne Centre, Blackboy Lane, Fishbourne, 

Chichester, PO18 8BE at 7:30pm.   Further details from Nick Brown:  
secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or website: 
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Details of the Division’s activities from Tess Clarke:  
secretary@wgbka.org.uk  or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Wednesday 5th September - Out apiary meeting from 2pm. 

Saturday 8th September - ‘Annual Honey Show’ at the Findon Sheep Fair, 

Nepcote Green, Findon, BN14 0SD.  www.findonsheepfair.co.uk  

Thursday 13th September - Monthly Meeting at Ferring Village Hall, Ferring 

Street, Ferring, BN12 5JP.  Further details from Len Lewis:  
leonard-lewis@hotmail.co.uk or the Division’s website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  

 
 

... and Dates for your Diary 

 

Friday 7th & Saturday 8th September - LASI Workshop - ‘Integrated Varroa Management’.  Laborato-

ry of Apiculture & Social Insects, University of Sussex, BN1 9QG.  11:15am - 3pm.  
www.sussex.ac.uk/lasi/newsandevents/events/ivmworkshop.  See article in the June newsletter. 
 

Friday 7th - Sunday 9th September - ‘BIBBA Conference’, Royal Agricultural University, Cirencester, 

Gloucestershire, GL7 6JS.  https://bibba.com/event/bibba-conference-2018/.  See lead article. 

 

Thursday 25th - Saturday 27th October - ‘National Honey Show’, Sandown Park 

Racecourse, Esher, Surrey, KT10 9RT.  www.honeyshow.co.uk.  See article in last month’s 
newsletter. 
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‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of 

the County News’ 

http://www.westgrinsteadploughing.co.uk/this-years-match
mailto:chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk
http://www.centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
mailto:secretary@wgbka.org.uk
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
http://www.findonsheepfair.co.uk
mailto:leonard-lewis@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/lasi/newsandevents/events/ivmworkshop
https://bibba.com/event/bibba-conference-2018/
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/West-Sussex-Beekeepers-Association-631084173737575/
https://www.facebook.com/westsussexbeekeepers/


Melvyn’s Missive 

Page 4 

 

Chairman,  Melvyn Essen, writes for the County News 
 

I’m not complaining but I feel this is the busiest time of the beekeeping year.  Forget 
weekly inspections, adding supers to give the bees space, helping new members, lifting 
heavy supers into the car surrounded by wasps then extracting in the workshop that 
needed sorting out first but never found the time and to cap it all, worrying if you have 
enough honey storage tubs! 
 

By the requests from our members to loan an extractor it’s a good honey year generally 
and thanks to the hot weather the water content is low, something many of us have 
struggled with for the last few years.  Payne's beekeeping supplies had ran out of 1lb 

jars last week so there may be a glut of honey soon, so store it for when we have lean honey years.  
Paynes don’t seem to have the right crystal ball; it must be difficult to predict when we are going to have 
a good year.  They did have a lot of nucs for sale earlier in the year though. 
 

At Central Sussex we had our ‘Honey Harvesting’ weekend at Nymans Garden (National Trust) during the 
hot weather and had fears that not many visitors would want to sit in a potting shed to see a demonstra-
tion of uncapping and extracting honey (It’s not used as a potting shed now).  But we had a full house at 
every one of the eight demos, a testament to the interest in bees, or was it to taste some fresh honey! 
 

So far Asian Hornets haven’t been spotted here this year, I hope you are all checking around your hives 
for this intruder. 
 

Marilyn and I are off on a post retirement cruise soon (the cruise came before the retirement, just to be 

different) so it will be interesting to see if it’s a bee-free couple of weeks...or not! 

 

Melvyn  

chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Des Res for Honeybees 

There is an established site on land near Warninglid.  The current beekeeping is moving his hives out of 
West Sussex at the end of September and the landowner is keen to continue to have honeybees on his 
property. 
 

There are benches for five hives, and these will stay, but it is under-
stood that there is room for more. 
 
The current beekeeper has said that this is a good site, safe with 
easy access and sheltered by trees and shrubs from the wind.  The 
beehives cannot be seen from the road.  The harvest is very dark 
summer honey, rape in spring. 
 

If you are interested in this site please contact me in the first in-
stance. 
 

Graham   secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Warninglid Apiary 

mailto:chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk


Sponsored by Guildford Beekeepers’ Association 
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Drama in Godalming 

          www.gtguk.com 

http://www.guildfordbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.gtguk.com


We’re on the web: 
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 

This and previous newsletters from the last 12 months are 
available on the website. 
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...and finally 

Bees for development - Birthday Giveaways 

 

The Birthday Giveaway prize for August is a case of six bottles of special wine, generously donated by 
Hatch Mansfield who import Jean-Luc Colombo wines to the UK.  Jean-Luc Colombo is a family-run winery 
in the Northern Rhône Valley in France.  Producing extremely high quality, organic certified, sustainably 
made wines, Jean-Luc Colombo has forged an international reputation as one of the most visionary wine-
makers in the Rhône Valley. 
 
Les Abeilles (the bees) is a blend of red southern Rhône grapes (33% Grenache, 34% Syrah and 33% 
Mourvèdre) from 25-year-old vines growing in the Côtes du Rhône region’s ancient, terraced vineyards. 
This medium-bodied, velvety red wine has aromas of red fruit, liquorice and spice against a backdrop of 
smooth, silky tannins.   Good to enjoy anytime! 
 
For a chance to win, simply enter your details at: www.beesfordevelopment.org/giveaway/index.html 

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/West-Sussex-Beekeepers-Association-631084173737575/
http://www.beesfordevelopment.org/giveaway/index.html

